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Brief description of the study:
This project is Phase 6 of a 6-phase program of work to reduce the incidence of late and crisis referral to
specialist palliative care services (SPCSs) and improve referral where psychological, social, physical and
spiritual problems are evident. Palliative care can be provided to people with a life-limiting illness, or
illnesses that are "reasonably expected to cause the death of the patient within a foreseeable future". Even
though non-cancer groups are a small percentage of the palliative care population in Australia and
internationally, there is a need to ensure that like people with cancer, they too receive appropriate and
timely palliative care. In fact, people with non-cancer diagnoses often experience a need for assistance with
physical and psychosocial concerns similar to that of people with cancer; as well as similar limits to their
prognosis.
The Palliative Care Needs Assessment Guidelines and the Needs Assessment Tool: Progressive Disease Cancer (NAT: PD-C) were developed to assist health professionals in identifying and managing the needs
of people with advanced cancer and their caregivers. This work aims to generalise the Guidelines and
modify the NAT: PD-C to the heart failure population, producing a Needs Assessment Tool: Progressive
Disease – Heart Failure (NAT: PD-HF), in order to assist health professionals to identify and address the
needs of people with this condition. These resources will then be pilot tested for use by different health
professionals who provide care for with people with heart failure and their caregivers.
Study Methodology: (Please mark with an x which type of study methodology)
Epidemiology
Health Services / Health Economics / Quality Improvement
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Qualitative, Observational or Descriptive
Mixed Method
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Intervention: Case series
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