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Introduce the new CareSearch Portal with an emphasis on 
the Evidence Centre and:
• Why we needed to change, and
• What this means for your access to evidence in palliative 

care.

Today’s aim:



CareSearch 
portal 2021 –
supporting 
informed 
decision-making 

Transparent & rigorous quality processes

Ensure access to evidence and  trustworthy 
information for everyone



Increasing demands for palliative care. 

Increasing flood of evidence and information about 
what we should do to improve care. 

Increasing demand for evidence-based/informed 
practice. 

The need for 
change



Evidence trends

Research in palliative care:
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CareSearch Evidence webpage analysis 2017-2020

Hub Views

Patients 
and carers

3,276,870

Nurses 2,569,538
Clinical 
Summaries

2,112,403

Finding 
Evidence

1,432,790



CareSearch Evidence webpage analysis 2017-2020

Finding Evidence Views

PubMed search filters 193,981
SR collection 124,415
Searching for evidence 28,154
Implementing change 22,962
Appraising evidence 22,494



Organised according to your purpose:
1. About evidence
2. Practice ready evidence 
3. Searching for specific evidence
4. Evidence practice training
5. Evidence translation training

Evidence Centre

- What’s new?



1. About 
Evidence –

What it is

Evidence is information that comes closest to the 
facts of a matter. The form it takes depends on the 
context.
The findings of high-quality, methodologically 
appropriate research are the most accurate 
evidence. 
Because research is often incomplete and 
sometimes contradictory or unavailable, other kinds 
of information are necessary supplements to or 
stand-ins for research. The evidence base for a 
decision is the multiple forms of evidence combined 
to balance rigour with expedience – while 
privileging the former over the latter.

Ref: Canadian Health Services Research Foundation. Annual report 2005. Ottawa: Canadian Health 
Services Research Foundation; 2005. p. 9.



Where to start?

Evidence Centre
- 6S pyramid

Ref: Dicenso A, et al Accessing pre-appraised evidence: fine-tuning the 5S model into a 6S model. Evid 
Based Nurs. 2009 Oct;12(4):99-101



2. Practice ready 
evidence –

pre-appraised 
and current

• Guidelines – national and international
• Clinical evidence synopses
• Practice tools - new

https://view.genial.ly/612dd2c16041430ff3875b8f


2. Practice ready 
evidence –

pre-appraised 
and current

• Guidelines – national and international
• Clinical evidence synopses
• Practice tools - new

• Practical approaches to 
practice including clinical 
care and education



Practice ready



Practice ready



• Evidence sources
• Systematic review collection
• PubMed searches (including filters)
• Grey literature
• Latest Australian research

3. Searching for 
specific evidence 
–
relevant and 
applicable

https://view.genial.ly/612dd2c16041430ff3875b8f


Searching for evidence



Training

Helps with effective 
identification and application 
of appropriate evidence to 
bring about desired change.



Evidence 
Practice Training

Common forms of clinical investigations drawing on 
evidence include: 
• Evidence Based Practice (EBP), 
• Quality Improvement (QI) and 
• Research.  

Across these activities there are many universal skills 
that once learnt can be used to inform your practice. 



Aim is to help you:
• Understand
• Build skills
• Get started with practice

• Connect you with quality tools and 
resources to help in the palliative care 
context

4. Evidence 
training  across

-EBP
-QI
-Research



Evidence 
Translation –

Informing 
routine care

Ref: Salbach (2010). Knowledge translation, 
evidence-based practice, and you. Physiotherapy 
Canada. Physiotherapie Canada, 62(4), 293–297. 

‘Changing use and awareness of 
evidence or knowledge by a range of 
stakeholders.’

Local environment, & 
organisational 

structures (context).



• Awareness of evidence translation models, 
theories, and frameworks

• Understanding of knowledge synthesis, 
dissemination, exchange and application to 
improve health systems and people’s 
health

• Understanding change management

5. Translation 
training

-addressing the 
knowledge gap



.CareSearch 
portal –

Supporting 
informed 
decision-making 
in palliative care

Best Available 
Evidence

Clinical 
expertise

Patient 
values & 

preferences



www.caresearch.com.au

Twitter: @CareSearch

Facebook: CareSearch Project

Thank you. Evidence Centre launch begins May 2022

http://www.caresearch.com.au/
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