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Study Title: Exploration of the requirements and feasibility for a Victorian Palliative Care Research 
Collaborative 

Brief description of the study:  
Palliative care research is a developing field. In Victoria this research is predominantly, but not exclusively, 
conducted at the Centre of Palliative Care Education & Research, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, 
Monash University and La Trobe University.  Currently each institute operates independently and there is 
no statewide coordination of palliative care research.  This ad hoc approach to research is inadequate to 
ensure Victoria is able to provide for the needs of the community in regard to evidence based palliative care 
into the future.  A collaborative approach, drawing on the combined strengths of Victorian research 
institutes is necessary to establish the critical mass required to generate research and impact on clinical 
practice and therefore patient outcomes and experiences.  
 
The specific objectives of this project include:  
• Raise awareness of the project with relevant academics, institutions and palliative care services. 
• Conduct an audit of palliative care research.  
• Identify the palliative care research priorities for Victoria. 
• Develop objectives and propose a model for a Victorian Collaborative Care Research Collaboration. 
• Report on the requirements required to enhance research outcomes and sustain a Victorian 
 Palliative Care Research Collaboration.  
 
Study Methodology: (Please mark with an x which type of study methodology) 

 Epidemiology 

 Health Services / Health Economics / Quality Improvement 

 Qualitative, Observational or Descriptive 

X Mixed Method 

 Systematic Review 

 Intervention: RCT 

 Intervention: Comparative or cohort study 

 Intervention: Case series 

Project details 

Funding source (Optional): Victorian Cancer Agency 

Has the study received ethics approval?  Yes  No X Not applicable 

Project starting date: April 2008 

Project completion date: April 2009 

Multi site:  Yes  No X Not applicable 

PROJECT TEAM 

Team Member A (name)  A/Prof Peter Hudson 

Contact Details Centre for Palliative Care Education & Research 
St Vincent’s and The University of Melbourne 
Suzanne.Robson@svhm.org.au  



03 9416 0000 

Team Member B (Name) Dr Jennifer Philip 

Team Member C (Name) Dr Suzanne Robson 

Team Member D (Name) Anne Harbison 

Associated publications / reports:   

Topics:  Conducting Research in Palliative Care, Planning and Managing Palliative Care Services General 

 


