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Study Title:  The development of a model of care for Haematology and Palliative Care 
Brief description of the study:   The project builds on a program of research initiated by NH&MRC 
post-doctoral fellowship examining issues in relation to haematology. The prior research 
documented problems at the interface of cure and palliation in haematology from the consumer’s 
perspective.  The present study seeks to address the problems caused by the lack of integration of 
palliative care in haematology through the development of an effective model of care for palliation in 
this diagnostic category.   

The present project seeks to build a model of care based on consultation with a multi-disciplinary 
range of professionals through in-depth interviews and surveys, and consumers through case 
studies. The outcome will be a thoroughly researched model for integrating palliative care into 
haematology that includes both the professional and consumer perspective and address the central 
questions - 1. What is? 2. What works? 3. What is needed? 

Further Details can be found at: www.ipp-shr.cqu.edu.au 

 

Study Methodology: (Please mark with an x which type of study methodology) 

 Epidemiology 

x Health Services / Health Economics / Quality Improvement 

x Qualitative, Observational or Descriptive 

 Mixed Method 

 Systematic Review 

 Intervention: RCT 

 Intervention: Comparative or cohort study 

 Intervention: Case series 

Project details: 

Funding source (Optional): NH&MRC 

Has the study received ethics approval? x Yes  No  Not applicable 

Project starting date: 2005 

Project completion date: 2006 

Multi site: x Yes  No  Not applicable 

RESEARCHERS  

Principle Investigator (name)  Dr Pam McGrath (CQU) 

Contact Details http://www.ipp-shr.cqu.edu.au/contactus.htm 

pam_mcgrath@bigpond.com 

Correspondance can be mailed to: 
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International Program for Psycho-Social Health Research (IPP-SHR) 

PO BOX 1307 

Kenmore QLD 4069 

AUSTRALIA 

Investigator B (Name) Dr David Joske (SCGH) 

Investigator C (Name) Mr Hamish Holewa 

Investigator D (Name)  

Investigator E (Name)  

Associated publications / reports:   

McGrath P, Pun P, James S, Holewa H, (2007) Psychological and psychiatric sequelae of 
steroid use in Hematology treatments: A review of the literature. Austral-Asian Journal of 
Cancer. 6;2:87-95. <ABSTRACT> 

McGrath PD, Holewa HA, (2007) Description of an Australian model for end-of-life care in 
patients with hematologic malignancies. Oncology Nursing Forum. 34;1:79-85. <ABSTRACT> 

McGrath P, Holewa H, (2007) Haematology and Palliative Care: Towards an Integrated Practice, 
International Program of Psycho-Social Health Research (IPP-SHR), Central Queensland 
University. (Available at: www.ipp-shr.cqu.edu.au/bookshop/?hpc) 

McGrath P. & Holewa H (2006) Missed Opportunities: Nursing insights on end-of-life care for 
haematology patients, International Journal of Nursing Practice. 12;5:295-301. <ABSTRACT> 

McGrath P., Holewa H., (2007) Special Considerations for Haematology Patients in relation to 
End-of-life Care: Australian Findings, European Journal of Cancer Care.16;2:164-171. 
<ABSTRACT>  

McGrath P. & Holewa H, (2006) A model for end-of-life care in haematology: An Australian 
nursing perspective, Oncology Nursing Forum, (In Press).  

McGrath, P., & Joske, D., (2002) "Palliative Care and Haematological Malignancy: A Case 
Study", Australian Health Review, 25,3:48-54. <ABSTRACT>  

McGrath, P., (2002) "Qualitative Findings on the Experience of End-of-Life Care for 
Haematological Malignancies", American Journal of Hospice and Palliative Care, 19,2:103-111. 
<ABSTRACT>  

McGrath, P., (2002) "Are We Making Progress? Not in Haematology!", Omega, Journal of Death 
and Dying, 45,4:357-374. <ABSTRACT> 

McGrath, P., (2002) "End-of-life care for haematological malignancies: The 'Technological 
Imperative' and palliative Care", Journal of Palliative Care,18,1:39-4 <ABSTRACT>  

McGrath, P., (2002) "Dying in the Curative System - The Haematology/Oncology Dilemma: Part 
2, The Australian Journal of Holistic Nursing, 9,1:14-21. <ABSTRACT> 

McGrath, P., (2001) "Dying in the Curative System - The Haematology/Oncology Dilemma: Part 
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1, The Australian Journal of Holistic Nursing, 8,2:22-30. <ABSTRACT>  

McGrath, P., (1999) “Palliative Care for Patients with Haematological Malignancies. If Not, Why 
Not?”, Journal of Palliative Care, 15,3:24-30. <ABSTRACT>  

Topics:  Haematological malignancy,   General aspects of palliative care service delivery 
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