
 

CARESEARCH PAGE PROFILE: PAGE REVIEWS (CNIN JULY 2010) 

As part of the quality processes for CareSearch, we undertake a formal review of the Clinical Practice pages every 
two years to ensure that the content reflects the changing knowledge base. A recent study showed that the number 
of articles on palliative care is growing rapidly. Importantly, both the number and the proportion of articles reporting 
clinical trials in palliative care are also growing.  

As most of the Clinical Practice pages were originally written for the launch of the website in May 2008, many of 
these pages are now undergoing review.   

The Clinical Practice pages are based upon systematic reviews and structured literature reviews relevant to the 
topic. Updating the pages involves checking the page against the findings of new systematic reviews on the topic in 
the period since the page was released. The search, appraisal and content revision is completed internally and then 
the revised pages are checked by an external reviewer with relevant experience and knowledge of the clinical topic.  

Revised pages 
While the review process is continuing, a number of Clinical Practice pages have been through the review process 
and the revised pages released into the website. These pages include: 

• Pain 
• Breathing 
• Constipation 
• Social Support 
• Depression 

 
An example of the importance of this review process can be seen for one 
of the breathing pages, Dyspnoea. The Dyspnoea page released in early 
2008 used systematic reviews published up to 2007. From 2008 a further 
seventeen reviews relating to Dyspnoea have been published and are 
collated in the CareSearch Review Collection. The recent page revision 
has examined this new evidence as part of the review process.  

Many palliative care clinicians, researchers and academics assist the 
CareSearch project by volunteering their time and expertise in 
commenting on and reviewing the Clinical Practice pages.  

 

CareSearch is an online resource funded by the Department of Health and Ageing to help clinicians and consumers 
find relevant evidence about palliative care. Available now at www.caresearch.com.au  

1. CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National Palliative Care Program.  
2. CareSearch is managed by the Department of Palliative and Supportive Services, Flinders University.  
 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19001326
http://www.caresearch.com.au/caresearch/ClinicalPractice/Physical/Pain/tabid/746/Default.aspx
http://www.caresearch.com.au/caresearch/ClinicalPractice/Physical/Breathing/tabid/194/Default.aspx
http://www.caresearch.com.au/caresearch/ClinicalPractice/Physical/Constipation/tabid/744/Default.aspx
http://www.caresearch.com.au/caresearch/ClinicalPractice/PsychologicalSocialSpiritual/SocialSupport/tabid/643/Default.aspx
http://www.caresearch.com.au/caresearch/ClinicalPractice/PsychologicalSocialSpiritual/Depression/tabid/503/Default.aspx
http://www.caresearch.com.au/
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An example of the importance of this review process can be seen for one of the breathing pages, Dyspnoea. The Dyspnoea page released in early 2008 used systematic reviews published up to 2007. From 2008 a further seventeen reviews relating to Dyspnoea have been published and are collated in the CareSearch Review Collection. The recent page revision has examined this new evidence as part of the review process. 

Many palliative care clinicians, researchers and academics assist the CareSearch project by volunteering their time and expertise in commenting on and reviewing the Clinical Practice pages. 
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