
 

 

HOW TO CREATE YOUR OWN PALLIATIVE CARE PUBMED SEARCH 

CareSearch offers you 60+ PubMed searches for a range of set topics such as dyspnoea, cough and 
advanced care planning. However you may be interested in other topics which are not included in the 
list of topics offered on CareSearch. These instructions will show you how to restrict any topic to a 
palliative care context. 
 
Please note that these instructions do not provide details on how to search PubMed or construct 
search strategies. A separate handout called “Guide to Searching Effectively in Palliative Care” and 
various web links are provided on CareSearch to help you gain such skills. 
 
 
 

  
  

Access these instructions on 
the ‘Create Your Own Palliative 
Care PubMed Search’ page in 
the Finding Evidence pages at 
www.caresearch.com.au 

1. CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National Palliative Care Program.  
2. CareSearch is managed by the Department of Palliative and Supportive Services, Flinders University.  
 

http://www.caresearch.com.au/


 

Example 

In this example, 92,991 records were found relating to palliative care. The first 20 will be displayed 
on your page. 

As an example, let's say you are interested in finding 
articles about 'hiccups' in palliative care. 

 
 
 
 

 

Step 1: Select the CareSearch link: 
Run the palliative care filter in PubMed now 
from the Create Your Own Palliative 
Care PubMed Search page on the 
CareSearch website 

1. CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National Palliative Care Program.  
2. CareSearch is managed by the Department of Palliative and Supportive Services, Flinders University.  
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=search&db=pubmed&term=advance+care+planning%5bmh%5d+OR+attitude+to+death%5bmh%5d+OR+bereavement%5bmh%5d+OR+terminal+care%5bmh%5d+OR+hospices%5bmh%5d+OR+life+support+care%5bmh%5d+OR+palliative+care%5bmh%5d+OR+terminally+ill%5bmh%5d+OR+death%5bmh:noexp%5d+OR+palliat*%5bText+Word%5d+OR+hospice*%5bText+Word%5d+OR+terminal+care%5bText+Word%5d+OR+1049-9091%5bjournal%5d+OR+1472-684X%5bjournal%5d+OR+1357-6321%5bjournal%5d+OR+1536-0539%5bjournal%5d+OR+0825-8597%5bjournal%5d
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Notice how the PubMed Search box has been 
filled in with search terms? These were the 
terms we developed in a pre-saved search 
strategy designed to find palliative care 
literature. (We call this the palliative care filter.) 

 

 

 

 

 

In this example, 97,597 records were found 
relating to palliative care. The first 20 will be 
displayed on your page.  

 

 
 
 

 
Now that you have run the palliative care filter, 
you need to search for hiccups.  

 
 
 

 
 

1. CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National Palliative Care Program.  
2. CareSearch is managed by the Department of Palliative and Supportive Services, Flinders University.  
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Step 2: Clear the 
PubMed search box…  

…by selecting 
Clear 

1. CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National Palliative Care Program.  
2. CareSearch is managed by the Department of Palliative and Supportive Services, Flinders University.  
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Step 3: Enter your own topic search 
here. In this example, the word 
‘hiccups’ has been added. 

…then select 
Search 

 
 

1. CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National Palliative Care Program.  
2. CareSearch is managed by the Department of Palliative and Supportive Services, Flinders University.  



 

 
 
 

In this example, 1087 records were retrieved using the 
word hiccups. This search has not yet been restricted to 
a palliative care context. We need to do that next.  
 

1. CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National Palliative Care Program.  
2. CareSearch is managed by the Department of Palliative and Supportive Services, Flinders University.  
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You now combine your hiccup search with your 
previous search using the palliative care filter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Step 4: Click on the 
Advanced Search link 

1. CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National Palliative Care Program.  
2. CareSearch is managed by the Department of Palliative and Supportive Services, Flinders University.  
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This screen shows you the history of your searching (last 24 hours only). Notice the numbers to the 
left of each search query, preceded by a # symbol. Every search you complete will have a search 
number. If you want to combine searches, you need to check that you use the number which 
correctly corresponds to those searches. Note that in this example, #1 corresponds with the palliative 
care filter and #2 corresponds with the topic ‘hiccups’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Step 5: Identify the search 
numbers for steps 1 and 3 
(eg. #1 AND #2) 

1. CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National Palliative Care Program.  
2. CareSearch is managed by the Department of Palliative and Supportive Services, Flinders University.  
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Step 6: Combine the search 
numbers by typing them in the 
search box. Eg, #1 AND #2… 

…then select 
Search 

1. CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National Palliative Care Program.  
2. CareSearch is managed by the Department of Palliative and Supportive Services, Flinders University.  
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1. CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National Palliative Care Program.  
2. CareSearch is managed by the Department of Palliative and Supportive Services, Flinders University.  
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Note: Combining the two searches will give 
you any citations that include a term from 
both searches. In this example, 37 citations 
were found. Even though the word might not 
appear in the title, it will appear somewhere in 
each record, probably in the abstract.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By substituting your own search topic for hiccups, you can use these instructions to limit any subject 
to the palliative care context. 


