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Knowledge, evidence and practice
• Improve patient outcome through treatments 

and care practices (e.g. drugs or procedures)
• Develop and improve services (e.g. palliative 

care service or diabetes community nurse)  
• Support equity and access to healthcare

(e.g. special needs groups)
Presumes that we have access to and use 

relevant information and evidence



Issues relating to evidence and palliative care

• Palliative care is an emerging discipline
– Multidisciplinary base
– Different care providers and site of care
– Patient and family as unit of care
– Bereavement, grief and loss
– Transitions and movements

• Evidence development can be difficult
– Historical and social barriers to doing research with death and dying
– Lack of a research culture, infrastructure
– Funding difficulties
– Clinical load of staff
– Methodological considerations



What is CareSearch?
• A website, a project and a resource for those 

involved in providing palliative care
• Funded by Department of Health and Ageing
• “One stop” shop for palliative care information, 

evidence and resources
• Website as both a product and an entry point
• Designed for those providing palliative care 

and those affected by palliative care.





Behind the website: Quality processes and 
research

• Needs assessment
• Governance structures
• Quality manual
• Knowledge translation approaches
• Formative and summative evaluation program



Sections in the current website
• National Palliative care program
• Patients and carers
• Non-indexed databases
• Finding evidence
• Research and grants
• Care providers
• Education
• Forums













CareSearch and OSWA – Now
• Patient and carer pages (useful info by state)
• Page in health professional groups
• Include abstracts on non-indexed databases-

palliative relevant theses, conference 
abstracts,  

• Research activities – access to RDMS, 
research register 



CareSearch and OSWA – future
• Geographically distributed virtual communities
• Consolidating specialist literature and policy
• Discipline specific communications and also 

from discipline to clinical community 
communications

• Capacity building through education, networks
• Cooperative base consumers and health 

professionals
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