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What is CareSearch?
Why Heart Failure?

Why a filter?



What is CareSearch?
• Funded by Australian Government under 

National Palliative Care Program
– Those providing palliative care
– Those needing palliative care and 

their families, carers and friends

• Website and online resources

• Facilitate access to, and use of,
evidence in practice





Why Heart Failure?
• Complex syndrome associated with a 

reduced quality of life and a poor prognostic 
outlook

• Ageing population increases 
prevalence of HF 

• HF patients may have unmet 
needs in relation to palliative 
and end-of-life care



Knowledge needs
• Population health considerations

• Prognostic uncertainty 

• Symptom and care issues

• Service models and care settings

• How to support carers and families

• Implementation, change processes



Why a HF filter?

• Expanding knowledge base, dynamic 
clinical evidence

• Complexity of information infrastructure 

• Inefficiencies, deficiencies 
in searching

• Indexing, descriptors



What is a filter?
A filter is a tool to retrieve relevant literature. 

– More than an expert search

– Developed experimentally following a strict 
research methodology

– A search strategy that has been tested to 
determine how well it finds a specific type of 
literature (e.g. RCTs) or literature about a 
specific topic (e.g. renal)



Developing the HF filter 
1. HF Gold Standard article set;
2. Term identification; 
3. Filter development; 

4. Filter testing;
5. External validation; and 

6. Post-hoc precision estimate



So what is the HF filter?
• Research undertaken in Ovid Medline SP

• Final filter comprises four terms
‘heart failure.mp. OR Ventricular dysfunction, 
Left.sh. OR cardiomyopathy.mp OR left 
ventricular ejection fraction.mp.’



Making the HF filter useful
• Reality check:

– Not everyone has access 
to Ovid Medline

– Many not sure how 
to save a search

– How to find HF and specific clinical concerns



PubMed HF filter
• PubMed is 

– Largest biomedical repository (>20 million items)
– Open access to citations
– Free full text limit

• Converted HF to PubMed syntax 
– Created it as a hyperlink 
– Combined with 30+ topics relevant to HF

• One click searching









Other HF resources
• Clinical Practice 

– Six pages based on overview of systematic 
review evidence

– Heart Failure; Prognostic Issues, Symptoms 
and Patients’ Experiences; Management 
Issues; Families and Carers; Service Issues

• CareSearch Review Collection: Heart 
Failure





General CareSearch Resources
• Clinical Practice: Information on common 

symptom and care issues in palliative care

• Nurses Hub and GP Hub

• For Patients and Families 

• Promotional resources 
(for staff and for patients/families)



Finding out more
• HR Filter

Damarell RA, Tieman J, Sladek RM, Davidson PM.  Development of a heart failure filter 
for Medline: an objective approach using evidence-based clinical practice guidelines as 
an alternative to hand searching. BMC Med Res Methodol. 2011 Jan 28;11:12.

• CareSearch HF pages
– Clinical Practice > Heart Failure

http://www.caresearch.com.au/caresearch/ClinicalPractice/DiseasesConditions/Hear
tFailure/tabid/1637/Default.aspx

– Heart Failure PubMed Searches
http://www.caresearch.com.au/caresearch/ClinicalPractice/DiseasesConditions/Hear
tFailure/HeartFailurePubMedSearches/tabid/1539/Default.aspx

– CareSearch Review Collection > Heart Failure
http://www.caresearch.com.au/caresearch/FindingEvidence/CareSearchReviewColl
ection/ReviewCollectionHeartfailure/tabid/799/Default.aspx
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CareSearch would like to thank the many people 
who contribute their time and expertise to the project including 
members of the National Advisory Group and the Knowledge 
Network Management Group.

CareSearch is funded by the Australian Government 
Department of Health and Ageing as part of the National 
Palliative Care Program.

www.caresearch.com.au
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